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Mason Floyd (left) and lan Gordon of Fire and Iron Custom Metal Work reflect near a new memorial commemorating The Battle of Vi my Ridge in London Ont. November 11, 2015. Fire and Iron was 
commissioned to create the monument, which was installed on Remembrance Day in a small park near the roundabout on Hale Street and Trafalgar Street in east London. Story and Remembrance Day 
photos on Pages 28-29. T H 13 [oN 'D c tVt: A. tCJ Nov .. · J!:: 



Londoners commemorate Vimy Ridge with new sculpture TH.E LonJ'Dc~<Jef? 
19 Nov. '1 '5' 

Chris Montanini 
Londoner 

Anewmetalsculpturecom­
memoratingThe Battle ofVuny 
Ridge has been added to a 
small, unnamed park in east 
London and this time, Lon­
doner Larry Laur hopes it will 
be there for good. 

Inspired by the upcoming 
anniversary of the famous First 
World War battle in 2017, Laur 
installed a small memorial 
himself last year - a white 
wooden cross with the words 
'Lest We Forget' written on it, 
along with a wooden gun and 
black hat. 

After a chance encounter 
inside an Edmonton Tim Hor­
ton's, Laur said he was donated 
a First World War military hel­
met to add to his monument, 
but it was stolen shortly after­
wards. Another gracious donor 
replaced it, but that too was 
taken from the park near the 
roundabout on Hale Street 

"I was just a little bit ticked;' 
Laur said, "I thoughtl'd make a 
police report in case it was ever 
turned in:' 

Unfortunately, the helmets 
were never recovered, but Laur 
didn't give up. About six 
months ago, he approached 
Fire and Iron Custom Metal 

Worl<s in Old East Village to ask 
if they would add a sculpture to 
the space not far from monu­
ments honouring late London 
soldier Mark Wilson and Sec­
ondWorldWarflyingaceChar­
ley Fox. 

Owner Ian Gordon and fab­
ricator Mason Royd jumped at 
the opportunity. floyd's sculp­
ture- a life-sized depiction of a 
First World War helmet, a Lee 
Enfield rifle and size nine mili­
tary boots -was installed the 
Sunday before Remembrance 
Day, in time for a formal dedi­
cation on November 11. 

"We built this to last the next 
100years;' said Boyd, 22, add­
ingthathe hopes the sculpture 
reminds people of the nearly 
3,600 Canadians who perished 
at V!my Ridge. "Each of those 
names was a person with a life 
and a family, and that's what 
we'd like to representhere.n 

John Zubick Ltd. donated 
metal for the project. 

Laur said he plans to ask the 
city to name the space Vuny 
Park and is also planning to 
have a taller, pennanent flag­
pole installed there in the 
future. 

"It's inspiringwork,n Gordon 
added. "We're just honoured to 
have the opportunity to do 
something like this.n 
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